AMERSHAM FREE CHURCH
Sunday 20th September 2026
MORNING WORSHIP 
WITH BAPTISMS AND COMMUNION
led by The Revd Erna Stevenson and The Revd Ian Green
                         Organist: Dominic Detre
                                      Wherever you are on the journey of faith, you are invited to receive communion. 
                             If you do not wish to receive the bread and wine, please let them pass by without embarrassment.
                                      If you are able, please stand for those parts of the service marked with an asterisk (*)                                                                          
 		         GOD INVITES US TO WORSHIP                          

* Hymn 377: This is the day
During which the Bible is placed on the Communion Table
 

Opening Responses from Psalm 145
Minister: 	Together we gather
All:		Seeking God in word and sacraments
Minister:	The Lord is good to all
All:		His compassion rests on all his creatures.
Minister:	He watches over all who love him,
All:		He hears their cry for help and saves them.
Minister:	My tongue will declare the praises of the Lord,
All:		And all people will bless his holy name for
		ever and ever. Amen
Minister:	The Lord be with you
All:		And also with you.

Opening Prayers of Praise, Confession and Lord’s Prayer
followed by Welcome and Notices 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 

*Hymn: Lord, we bring to you our children 
Tune: Love Divine (John Staner) R&S 663 2nd tune 
1 Lord, we bring to you our children
on this festive, holy day.
Grant to them your benediction;
grant to us your help, we pray.
2 Now may we in honest worship,
in this glad and sacred hour,
give ourselves in true commitment
to your service and your power;
3 To the task of Christian nurture:
teaching, training, leading still
in the way of Christ-like living
till life's purpose we fulfill.
4 Bless the children! Bless the parents!
May they grow in Christ our Lord:
joined in faith and loving service,
in his Spirit and his word.      Frank Von Christierson Words © 1976 The Hymn Society CCL257120

The Baptism of Daisy and Maisie Jay

Including this Question to the Congregation
Do you as members of Christ’s body, trusting in God’s grace, promise to pray for Daisy and Maisie and all children in our church that they may grow up in the knowledge and love of Christ?
We do.

Congregational Blessing said together for Daisy and Maisie
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious unto you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you
and give you peace.

*Hymn 264: He is Lord, he is Lord
Children leave for Junior Church after a Prayer of Blessing

Mission Focus: New Hope

Readings:	Psalm 145:1-8 p.526 OT 
		Matthew 20: 1-16 p.18 NT
Today’s reader is Dorothy Rae
 	Reader: 		In this is the word of the Lord
 	All: 		Thanks be to God

Sermon 
followed by Silent Reflection.  Sermon notes are available as you leave and on the church website                            

[bookmark: _Hlk504464501]*Hymn 619: We meet you, O Christ followed by Prayers of Intercession 

*Hymn 441: Be known to us in breaking bread 

                          THE COMMUNION
*The Peace all standing
 	Minister: 	The peace of the Lord be always with you
 	All: 		and also with you.
 	Minister: 	We say for one another:
 	All: 		The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 			the love of God 
 			and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
 			be with us all evermore.

*The Offertory Procession
 	Minister: 	We give thanks to God and sing:
 	All: 		Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
 			praise him, all creatures here below.
 			Praise him above, ye heavenly host,
 			praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.	

*Prayer of Dedication and Invitation to Communion

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
 Minister: 	Lift up your hearts.
 All: 		We lift them to the Lord.
 Minister: 	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 All: 		It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 Minister:  	Therefore with all your people in heaven and on
 		earth we sing the resounding hymn of your glory:
 All: 		Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 		God of power and might, 	
 Sung: 13 in  	heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 hymn book 	Hosanna in the highest.
 		Blessed is he who comes 
 		in the name of the Lord.
 		 Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution and Sharing of the bread and wine

Post Communion Prayer
All: We thank you, God that you
       never leave us hungry and thirsty.
       We commit ourselves to so living in love
       that all are fed and know your gracious community
       In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord
       Amen

*Hymn: Through changing times Tune: R&S 117
Through changing times, that call us to new learning,
You lead us on, the challenge ever new;
Through health and strife, your wisdom still discerning,
We trace your path and search out what is true.

For you are God, who guides us through the days;
Your love is good, your promise sure.
For you are God, who touches us with grace;
Your love is good, your promise sure.

When courage fails, and heart and hope are dying,
We struggle on, through conflict and through tears;
You hear our pain and listen to our crying,
And give us strength, to turn and face our fears.
Chorus

The future now invites us to new sharing,
Seeking your will, in ways we cannot see;
We walk in faith, in trust your promise daring,
The God who was, and is, and yet shall be.
Chorus
                                                                                   Jan Berry CCL257120

*Dismissal and Blessing with sung Amen All Standing

                Morning Coffee will be served in the Church Hall after the service followed by
                                     The September Church Meeting
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